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Ian EdmundsDVLA

DVLA
As intimated in my last notes we attended one of our 
regular liaison meetings with DVLA at the end of November 
last year. As is always the case this was a useful and 
productive day which on this occasion commenced with a 
tour of the relevant sections of the DVLA operation. This 
was provided for the bene�t of Emma to give her an insight 
into the workings of DVLA but proved to be of interest and 
indeed useful to all of us.

We learned that DVLA receive three mail deliveries per day 
with a total of around 80,000 items and of these 15,000 to 
20,000 are Royal Mail Special Delivery. This is the greatest 
number of any recipient. Every one of these items is X-rayed 
on receipt before being distributed to the appropriate area. 
Our guide re-emphasised the importance of the postcode 
in ensuring the mail is correctly distributed within DVLA. 
The relevant ones are listed below. From this it follows that 
any one envelope should only contain papers relevant to 
one operation, i.e. only one vehicle registration or only one 
driving licence, as each needs to be directed to a different 
department within DVLA. The further point was made that 
if an application is rejected for any reason and the papers 
returned with an addressed envelope for a reapplication 
this should always be used as the information in the address 
will ensure it returns to the correct member of staff.

We were introduced to the managers of each section 
who outlined their objectives and the procedures used to 
assess the performance not only of individuals but also of 
the system as a whole. As a part of this process we were 
shown a board displaying notes on current known problems 
amongst which we were very grati�ed to see issues we have 
raised. 

I think everybody, both within DVLA and amongst the 
historic vehicle community, are aware that registration 
applications do not proceed entirely to plan in every 
instance, but we should perhaps remember two things. The 
�rst being the 80,000 items of mail per day and the second 
is, please believe me, DVLA are making considerable and 
well organised efforts to get it right.

The meeting proper commenced with a brief presentation 
of the DVLA systems upgrade. This is a massive task which 
involves not only bringing all the IT operations within 
DVLA but also updating what are, in some cases, very old 
procedures to current practice. Obviously whilst this is going 
on the day-to-day operations of DVLA have to continue so 
progress has to be slow and careful. 

Make and Model Entry into DVLA Database
We were able to reiterate the concerns about the current 
inability to manually enter �model� information on to the 
system during the �rst registration of a historic vehicle. 

Preservation of DVLA Records
We also received a very emphatic assurance that the 
micro�che registration records that DVLA hold will be 
retained and in fact have recently been rehoused in a more 
up-to-date drum type �ling system.

Trader Handbook
Some time ago a gentleman from a member club raised 
a question concerning the �Trader Handbook Diary and 
Garage Reference Book�. This book was published annually 
from about 1903 up to at least the Second World War. It 
was a very ambitious attempt to provide the burgeoning 
motor trade with all the information it could possibly 
need in one book, including a desk diary. The contents 
varied from year to year over that period. A contemporary 
description of the book read thus:

A Useful Reference Book.
‘The Trader Handbook, Diary and Garage Reference Book’ 
for 1932 is a most useful publication, which includes 
speci�cations of all types of motor vehicle on the British 
market and other handy information, such as Empire and 
foreign import duties. A new feature is a guide to makers 
and suppliers of garage and workshop equipment.

It is published by the Trader Publishing Co., Ltd., St. Bride’s 
House, Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4, at the price of 10s. 
6d., post free.

The feature that interests us here is that from the early 
1920s up to 1931 a list of chassis/frame numbers and 
production dates for motorcycles, cars and commercial 
vehicles was included. The Federation has been able to view 
a 1926 edition of the book and the introduction to this 
section, which is entitled �Tracing the year of manufacture�, 
makes it clear that the source of the published data 
was the manufacturers themselves. Unfortunately, not 
all manufacturers saw it as in their interest to supply 
the information. Each annual publication repeated the 
information from previous years.

It should be remembered that the �rst Glass�s Check 
Book for cars appeared in 1933 with commercial vehicles 
following in 1937 and motorcycles in 1946. Thus, although 
far from comprehensive, the �Trader� handbook would 
add a useful amount of knowledge relevant to the earlier 
vehicles. 

DVLA have agreed to accept data from the Trader 
Handbook in a similar way to that from Glass�s Check Books 
for vehicle dating purposes.

Use of V888 for Historic Research
I mentioned in my notes in the last Newsletter that DVLA 
are no longer able to provide the registration history of a 
vehicle for research purposes in response to a V888 request. 



5Issue 1, 2018 FBHVCnews

Bob OwenUK Legisla tion

Clean Air Legislation
This is the only other subject on which I think I ought to 
comment this time round. 

We did respond to the two consultations I mentioned in the 
last Newsletter. In both of our responses we emphasised the 
insigni�cant actual effect on the environment of historic 
vehicles and therefore the limited bene�ts to be obtained 
by excluding them from clear air zones.

The Oxford Zero Emissions Zone consultation was not to 
approve or object to speci�c proposals but was designed 
alert planners to factors which might in�uence future 
legislation. The intention signalled was to introduce actual 
prohibitions at �rst in central Oxford, and in due course a 
wider area, on any vehicles not powered by electricity. This 
approach could have massively adverse effects on residents 
of the area who own historic vehicles and would also have 

This was discussed further with DVLA who con�rmed that 
the advice they received as a Government Agency was that 
this disclosure of personal data will not be permitted under 
the General Data Protection Regulation and thus they 
have no choice in the matter. This is in line with FBHVC�s 
understanding of the Regulation and while the demise 
of this service is a regrettable loss to the historic vehicle 
community, it is unfortunately unavoidable.

Age Related Registrations � Format
DVLA explained that when selecting age-related 
registrations for issue to historic vehicles they always take 
the �rst date that a particular format of registration mark 
was available as the start date for that format, even though 
in period changes tended to be phased in across the country 
due to some areas registering more vehicles that others. 
They also reminded us that they work on one batch of 
unissued VRMs at a time and are not able to allocate them 
by area. This does mean that they are unable to accept our 
longstanding request that they extend the date after which 
registrations issued will consist of numbers before letters.

Q Plate Matters
In addition to the use of Q plates for radically altered 
vehicles which do not pass the �Eight Point Rule�, if it is not 
possible to provide satisfactory proof of age for a vehicle or 
if the history of a vehicle is unclear a Q plate is issued. It has 
always been the policy that any appeal against the issue of 
a Q plate must be made by the registered keeper no more 
than one year after its issue. However over a period of time 
these restrictions have been relaxed. 

DVLA have now formally advised that the appeal period 
will be strictly enforced. This is partly due to the fact that 
for some of the older issues there are no records of the 
reasons for the decision which makes their review almost 
impossible. Whilst completely understanding that situation 
FBHVC stated that some Q plates were originally issued for 
convenience and keepers may now wish to change them. 
Discussions on this aspect continue. 
In reply to a question DVLA clearly stated that after 40 

years a Q plated vehicle is entitled to become �historic�. The 
�rst Q plates were issued in 1983, so assuming the current 
rules continue, 2023 will be the �rst year a Q plated vehicle 
becomes eligible for the historic tax class and nil Vehicle 
Excise Duty.

DVLA Sections and Post Codes
First registration applications for an age related number 
(imported vehicle, or �found vehicle� with no known 
previous GB registration number) 
First registration team

V765 and Reconstructed classic applications  

Changes to a registered vehicle (including date of 
manufacture) 

(K&R is Kits and Rebuilds; CCU is Central Capture Unit)

DVLA
Swansea 

SA99 1BE

K&R
DVLA
Swansea 

SA99 1ZZ

K&R
DVLA
Swansea 

SA99 1ZZ
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perhaps unforeseen impacts on Oxford. We decided that we 
had to widen the approach we have taken. We thus covered 
in our comments not only forty year old vehicles entitled to 
be in the �historic� class, but those over thirty years old, that 
is to say in line with the FIVA de�nition of what is a historic 
vehicle. And for the �rst time we offered for consideration 
the possibility of permits, both for residents and for vehicles 
visiting Oxford for heritage and cultural events which might 
bene�t the economy of the city.

The Scottish Government has issued a consultation on 
�Building Scotland�s LEZs�. As mentioned in the last issue, 
the proposal prefers exclusion of traf�c rather than 
charging schemes such as are proposed and indeed in 
effect in England. They do envisage a possible historic 
vehicle exemption, and, as the importance of exemption 
is increased signi�cantly by a ban, a vehicle owner cannot 
simply choose to pay to travel within the zone. We 
therefore raised the possibility of exempting vehicles over 
thirty rather than forty years old and raised the question of 
permits. 

We will keep you aware of the reactions, if any, which 
we get to these proposals and will make sure the historic 
vehicle community is not forgotten as stakeholders. And 

consultations now come thick and fast.

We responded to a consultation on possible economic 
aspects of clean air zones. This consultation sought 
opinion on the question of scrappage schemes, which gave 
us a chance to request that any scheme should require 
special measures before a vehicle which is more than 
thirty years old is scrapped. The consultation also gave us 
an opportunity to emphasise the heritage and cultural 
importance of historic vehicles and their potential for 
creating economic bene�ts for the country, and again to 
suggest that, where exclusion rather than charging zones 
are being proposed, a cut-offdate of thirty rather than 
forty years old should be considered. 

And on a more local level,

(a)Transport for London is consulting on a tidying up of its 
ULEZ proposals, and

(b)Leeds is commencing examination of its own Clean Air 
Zone proposals. 

In each case we will be making the case for sympathetic 
treatment of historic vehicles.
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CLASSIC
INSURANCE SERVICES

PBIS Club Insurance Scheme
For all UK Classic Vehicle Clubs

Event Cover
For Individuals & Organisers

Commercial and 
Professional Insurance

For Individuals & Business

Classic Vehicle Insurance
For Single Vehicles & Collections

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
 Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Military  -  Classic Commercial

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details

David DaviesFBHVC  News

The Federation continues to grow and extend our range 
of interests in support of the historic vehicle movement. 
The number of clubs represented continues to increase and 
is now at an all-time high. We have an extensive team of 
volunteers including all board members, totalling over 30 
people. We now have an opportunity for a bookkeeper 
to join our team on a similar basis but all out of pocket 
expenses will be reimbursed.

The bookkeeper will be responsible for the preparation and 
maintenance of � nancial records for the Federation. 

He or she will provide � nancial support to the � nance 
director through bookkeeping and reporting services. 

Under the direction of the � nance director, the bookkeeper 

will maintain the accounting 
records on Sage (currently on 
a desk top version, moving 
to an online version later 
this year) together with the 
necessary and appropriate 
� les to support the entries in 
the accounting system.

They will need to ensure 
the smooth and compliant � nancial operation of the 
Federation, focusing on accuracy and transparency.

Day to day authorisation and payment of bills, and banking 
of receipts is handled by the Secretary who will forward 
relevant documentation through a secure online portal to 
the bookkeeper.
The position will therefore require the incumbent to have 
up to date computer facilities along with good internet 
speeds.

This is a new and exciting opportunity to become more 
involved in the working of the Federation and contribute to 
our work. If you are interested please contact our � nance 
director, Mike Young, either to � nd more information or to 
be considered for the role at � nancedirector@fbhvc.co.uk.
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as a VHI. The precise wording of the question has not yet 
been published by DVLA. The Federation will publicise 
these words when they are known. There is currently no 
procedure for advancing the date of declaration from the 
due date for re-licensing.

15.  If the keeper of a vehicle considers the vehicle to be a 
VHI, the keeper is entitled to tick the box and declare it a 
VHI. The vehicle will then be exempt from taking an MoT 
test during the next year.

16.  Clearly if a vehicle which is declared as a VHI then 
undergoes a substantial change it will not continue to be a 
VHI and the keeper will not be able to declare it in the year 
subsequent to the change.

17.  At the time of writing the transitional arrangements are 
not fully clear. 

18.  According to the legislation, it is the status of a 
vehicle as a VHI (not its declaration as such,) which infers 
exemption. This has differing effects as between pre- and 
post-1960 vehicles.

19.  Pre-1960 vehicles, which are currently exempt, may 
not require licensing, and therefore their keepers may not 
be able to make a declaration as a VHI, until up to twelve 
months from the 20 May. Current advice from DVSA is that 
though the database will continue to show them all as 
exempt, and they will not be subject to any enforcement 
action until their date of re-registration. Keepers who will 
be choosing not to declare their vehicle as a VHI when it 
comes time for re-licensing would be wise to have their 
vehicles submitted for an MoT test prior to that date.

20.  The position for post-1960 vehicles over forty years old 
is somewhat different. There is the same probability that 
many will on 20 May be scheduled to undergo their next 
MoT test before the next date for re-licensing. That is the 
status the database will show, although clearly under the 
legislation, if they are quali�ed as VHIs they ought to be 
exempt. If nothing changes, the advice would have to be 
to have the vehicle submitted for an MoT on the current 
due date and, if the keeper so decides, declare the vehicle 
as a VHI when the vehicle becomes liable for re-licensing 
which will mean exemption for subsequent MoT tests. 
This appears inconsistent with the legislation, a fact now 
recognised within DfT and the Federation will continue to 
progress this mater.

21.  It will be possible for any keeper who considers that 
there is a bene�t in having his vehicle recognised as a VHI, 
to both make a declaration as a VHI and also have the 
vehicle undergo a voluntary MoT test. 

22.  While there is not currently any proposed check on the 
correctness of the declaration, the Federation must advise 
members not to wrongly declare a vehicle is a VHI if it is 
known to have undergone substantial change within the 
previous thirty years.

23.  Not least, in view of the fact that a vehicle�s status as 
a VHI does not exempt the keeper from responsibility for 
keeping the vehicle roadworthy at all times, a �nding after 

an accident that a vehicle ought not to have been declared 
a VHI, and thus exempted from an MoT, could well be 
considered evidence that the vehicle concerned was not in 
fact being kept in a roadworthy condition.

24.  There are two categories of criteria.

a.  Those which describe the nature of change, largely by 
exception, and which are not to be applied to motorcycles, 
and

b.  Those which, by reference to the basis upon which they 
were registered, are regarded by DVLA as too new to be 
eligible. Only this set of criteria applies to motorcycles.

25.  It is not intended here to list the criteria, as it is 
assumed members can study the document itself. General 
points of note follow. 

26.  The VHI requirement refers to technical standards, not 
originality. This applies to all components, thus permitting 
the gradual like for like replacement of components of all 
types, including the chassis or monocoque, which many 
historic vehicles will have to undertake simply in order to 
remain roadworthy.

27.  Generally, �tting of an engine which was available 
for the model of vehicle at the time is not considered 
�substantial�.

28.  In the listing of components, the absence of speci�c 
reference to transmissions is deliberate. It is recognised 
that almost every gearbox change will have been made for 
reasons of ef�ciency, safety or environmental performance.

29.  Before making an assessment that a change is 
�substantial� keepers should study the four general 
exemptions set out in the guidance.

30.  The Guidance calls for any keeper who is in doubt as to 
whether his vehicle has suffered �substantial change� within 
the past thirty years to seek the advice of an expert. While 
it is the joint understanding of the Federation that the 
overall effect of the Guidance as �nalised should be that 
a greater proportion of UK historic vehicles will qualify as 
VHIs, the Federation has nevertheless undertaken to DfT, in 
order to ensure that there is limited scope for self-described 
�experts� to enter the �eld, to set up a list of approved 
experts, which we trust will include many of our major 
member clubs. The Federation intends to have a list of 
experts in place together with a statement of what keepers 
will be entitled to expect, and indeed not entitled to 
expect, from those experts, before the new regime comes 
into force in May and we will be publicising that list for any 
keeper having a need to take advice on our website.

This article has taken account both of our understandings 
from our discussions with DfT and of questions asked by 
members since the Guidance was issued. I am aware that 
a number of members asked questions and were asked to 
be patient until they had had an opportunity to read this 
article. Now that you have had an opportunity to read our 
advice, if you still feel there are issues that are not clear, 
please do not hesitate to contact me either directly or 
through the Secretary.
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Planning is progressing for the Practical Classics/FBHVC 
1000 Mile Reliability Run. The Run will be a season opener 
for the Federation�s celebration of its 30th anniversary 
and will involve a 1000 mile tour starting at Brooklands on 
Wednesday 18 April and concluding at Bicester Heritage on 
Drive It Day, Sunday 22 April 2018. The Run will be headed 
by a newly restored Austin Westminster estate that has 
been restored by Practical Classics which will be shown on 
the Federation stand at the Practical Classics show at the 
NEC in March.

One of the other vehicles on the run will be an Alvis TA14 
�woody�. The vehicle is currently in the custodianship of 
Paddy Steel of the Alvis Owner Club. Paddy�s mother 
purchased the car in the early 1970s to use in her business 
and for a number of years was both company and family 
transport. The car took part in the 2018 London New 
Year�s Day Parade and is now being fettled and polished in 
preparation for taking part in the 1000 Mile Reliability Run. 
The detailed route for the run is being �nalised and will be 
published soon.

Paul ChasneyResearch

Paul ChasneyClub Survey

Sorry the Survey  
is closed
Our member club survey has now closed. Thank you to 
the 160 member clubs who completed the survey. The 
information gathered will provide an interesting insight 

into what member clubs are doing to encourage younger 
members and enthusiasts. We are consolidating the 
information provided in the responses and will publish our 
�ndings in a future edition of FBHVC News.

Those member clubs who expressed an interest in 
becoming involved in the Federation�s proposed initiatives 
to encourage younger members and apprentices, will be 
contacted direct about our plans.

Historic Vehicles driving 1000 miles � reliably?
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Sunday Scramble 
Many of you will know the new Heritage Engineering 
Apprentices have commenced their journey at Bicester 
Heritage in their wonderfully equipped building. 

During the �rst Sunday Scramble event which took place 
in early January, many visitors took the �rst look at the 
magni�cent facilities. 

On behalf of Bicester Heritage, Heritage Skills Academy 
and The FBHVC we thank you for your attendance, which 
according to sources was the �largest and most exciting 
January Scramble to date with over 4,000 visitors and 1,000 
historic vehicles of all eras, marques and capacity.�

The next Sunday Scramble �Drive it Day� is to be held at 
Bicester Heritage on 22 April 2018. Maybe a date for your 
diary!
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